EOD – E-BOOKS ON DEMAND – PROJECT

Matija Brumen

National and University Library, Slovenia

E-mail: matija.brumen@nuk.uni-lj.si


European libraries are hosting millions of books published from 1500 to 1900. Due to their age and value, they are often only accessible to users actually present at these libraries.
The eBooks on Demand (EOD) network enables users to order digital copies of copyright-free books from the EOD network libraries collections. At the moment this network includes 20 libraries from 10 European countries.


An EOD eBook is a single full text pdf file of a public domain book digitised at the user’s request. If applicable, the file contains the image of the scanned original book as well as the automatically recognised full text. The libraries digitise the requested items and deliver them to the end users via the EOD service network. The user orders the book by clicking on the EOD button in the online catalogue of a participating library, and then he is taken to the EOD order form and guided through the ordering process. After the submission of the order he receives a confirmation e-mail and is able to track the order during the digitisation process at his personal tracking page. After paying, the user is able to download the eBook or have it sent on a data carrier.


The books digitised in this way are later on incorporated into the digital libraries of the participating libraries and are thus also accessible on the Internet. As of 2009, these books can also be ordered as a reprint in the form of a “real” trade paper book in addition to the digital version.


From 2009 to 2013 the project is co-financed by the EC under the Culture 2007 programme. During this period we will mostly concentrate on network enlargement, dissemination and individual service features improvements. The EOD network offers professional support and training for setting up the service and getting familiar with the network system for those libraries and institutions who wish to join us.
